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Hpa-an Situation Update: Hlaingbwe Township, February to
April 2016

This Situation Update describes events occurring in Hlaingbwe Township, Hpa-an District during the
period between February and April 2016, including military activities, road construction, village life, and
livelihood, health and education.
e On February 25" 2016, five Tatmadaw army camps withdrew their battalions from Hlaingbwe
Township and were replaced with the BGF’s battalions.
e Since the KNU and Burma/Myanmar government signed the 2012 preliminary ceasefire
agreement, more government primary schools have been built in the villages.
e Civilians in Hlaingbwe Township were happy when U Htin Kyaw became president and his
government began to rule the country; they hope that there will be change.

Situation Update | Hlaingbwe Township, Hpa-an District (February to
April 2016)

The following Situation Update was received by KHRG in April 2016. It was written by a community
member in Hpa-an District who has been trained by KHRG to monitor human rights conditions. It is
presented below translated exactly as originally written, save for minor edits for clarity and security.! This
report was received along with other information from Hpa-an District, including 15 photographs.?

Introduction

Now, the armed groups [based] in Lu Pleh [Hlaingbwe] Township, Hpa-an District area are
[President] Thein Sein’s army [Tatmadaw], which has become [President] U Htin Kyaw’s army
[Tatmadaw]. There is also DKBA [Democratic Karen Buddhist Army]'s® Poh Bee’s army, they

1 KHRG trains community members in southeast Burma/Myanmar to document individual human rights abuses
using a standardised reporting format; conduct interviews with other villagers; and write general updates on the
situation in areas with which they are familiar. When writing situation updates, community members are
encouraged to summarise recent events, raise issues that they consider to be important, and present their opinions or
perspective on abuse and other local dynamics in their area.

2 In order to increase the transparency of KHRG methodology and more directly communicate the experiences and
perspectives of villagers in southeast Burma/Myanmar, KHRG aims to make all field information received available
on the KHRG website once it has been processed and translated, subject only to security considerations. For
additional reports categorised by Type, Issue, Location and Year, please see the Related Readings component
following each report on KHRG’s website.

8 The Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) was re-formed on January 16 2016 as a splinter group from the
Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (2010 — present). During fighting between the Tatmadaw and DKBA
(Benevolent) throughout 2015, there was internal disagreement within the DKBA (Benevolent) which resulted in a
number of commanders being dismissed in July 2015. These former commanders then issued a statement in January
2016 declaring the formation of a new splinter group. This organisation has phrased the formation of this group as



operate in Meh T'Waw |[village area] and Khoh Loh Kloh [Salween River] area. KNU [Karen
Nation Union]'s army [KNLA — Karen National Liberation Army]* operate on the [Thai-Burma]
border in the Thoo Mweh Nee [Moei River] area. U Htin Kyaw’'s army [Tatmadaw] operate in
Hkler Day army camp®, Klaw K'Tee army camp and Ma Ner Plaw [army camp].

The [Tatmadaw] army camps in Poo Loo Plaw, Hpaw Pah Hta, Htoh Doh, K’'Ma Hkoh and
T'Bluh Klah based by LIB® [Light Infantry Battalion] #338, LIB #339 and IB” [Infantry Battalion]
#28 (which are under command of MOC?® [Military Operation Command] #12) removed their
armies to their army base in Hlaingbwe Town on February 25" 2016. They replaced [the army
camps] with the BGF [Border Guard Force]'s® Battalion #1015'° and Battalion #1016’s soldiers,
which are in BGF's Cantonment Area #4. These BGF battalions placed around 10 to 15 soldiers
in each camp for security, and among them the Tatmadaw soldiers placed one Lance Corporal
or Corporal in each camp to monitor the camp.

the revival of the original DKBA (Buddhist) formed which was formed in 1994 until it was broken up in 2010 into
the BGF and the still-active DKBA (Benevolent). The group is led by General Saw Kyaw Thet, the Chief of Staff is
General Saw Kyaw Thet and the Vice Chief of Staff is General Saw Taing Shwe aka Bo Bi. The group is currently
based in Myaing Gyi Ngu area in Hlaing Bwe Township, Karen State. This DKBA (Buddhist) (2016 — present)
should not be confused with the DKBA (Benevolent) (2010 — present) from which it broke away in January 2016, or
with the original DKBA (Buddhist) (1994 — present) which was broken up in 2010 into the BGF and the DKBA
(Benevolent). Importantly, the DKBA (Buddhist) has not signed the preliminary or nationwide ceasefire with the
Burma/Myanmar government whereas the DKBA (Benevolent) has signed both agreements. For more information
on the DKBA and its relationship with other armed actors, see “Militias in Myanmar,” John Buchanan, The Asia
Foundation, July 2016.

4 The Karen National Liberation Army is the armed wing of the KNU.

5 Army base or outpost, ranging from remote hill posts of ten soldiers to battalion headquarters of several hundred
soldiers.

6 A Tatmadaw Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) comprises 500 soldiers. However, most Light Infantry Battalions in
the Tatmadaw are under-strength with less than 200 soldiers. LIBs are primarily used for offensive operations, but
they are sometimes used for garrison duties.

7 An Infantry Battalion (Tatmadaw) comprises 500 soldiers. However, most Infantry Battalions in the Tatmadaw are
under-strength with less than 200 soldiers. They are primarily used for garrison duty but are sometimes used in
offensive operations.

8 Military Operations Command (MOC) is comprised of ten battalions for offensive operations. Most MOCs have
three Tactical Operations Commands (TOCs) made up of three battalions each.

9 Border Guard Force (BGF) battalions of the Tatmadaw were established in 2010, and they are composed mostly of
soldiers from former non-state armed groups, such as older constellations of the DKBA, which have formalised
ceasefire agreements with the Burma/Myanmar government and agreed to transform into battalions within the
Tatmadaw. BGF battalions are assigned four digit battalion numbers, whereas regular Tatmadaw infantry battalions
are assigned two digit battalion numbers and light infantry battalions are identified by two or three-digit battalion
numbers. For more information, see “DKBA officially becomes Border Guard Force” Democratic Voice of Burma,
August 2010, and “Exploitation and recruitment under the DKBA in Pa’an District,” KHRG, June 2009.

10 KHRG has received numerous reports of human rights violations by BGF Battalion #1015, including arbitrary
killing of civilians, arbitrary taxation and demands, forced labour, as well as additional cases of land confiscation.
For detailed information see, “Human rights violations by BGF Cantonment Area Commander Kya Aye in
Paingkyon Township, Hpa-an District, February 2013 to July 2014,” KHRG, September 2014.



http://www.dvb.no/news/dkba-officially-becomes-border-guard-force/11330
http://www.khrg.org/2009/06/khrg09f11/exploitation-and-recruitment-under-dkba-paan-district
http://www.khrg.org/2014/09/14-8-nb1/human-rights-violations-bgf-cantonment-area-commander-kya-aye-paingkyon-township
http://www.khrg.org/2014/09/14-8-nb1/human-rights-violations-bgf-cantonment-area-commander-kya-aye-paingkyon-township

These photos were taken by a KHRG community member in April 2016, in Lu Pleh [HIaingbwe] Township,
Hpa-an District. The photos show a K’Ma Hkoh Tatmadaw army camp which was replaced by BGF soldiers in
late February 2016. [Photos: KHRG]

There was only one town in Lu Pleh Township, named Lu Pleh Town by Hpa-an District
[Burma/Myanmar government name: Hlaingbwe Town], but after KNU and Thein Sein’s
government signed the [2012 preliminary] ceasefire!!, they [Burma/Myanmar government]
established a new town named Klaw K'Tee Town [Burma/Myanmar government name: Shan
Ywa Thint Town]. They also constructed a new vehicle road between Lu Pleh Town and Klaw
K'Tee Town, and repaired the road from Klaw K'Tee Town to the [Thai-Burma] border, which is
where Meh T'Ree and Meh T'Waw villages are. When the road was being constructed, it
damaged some of the villagers’ farms’ water channels; however, villagers asked the road
construction company to repair the farms’ water channels, and the company agreed and
repaired them for them, so the villagers did not complain about the damage. They finished
constructing all bridges in these areas [where a vehicle road is being constructed] in 2016. They
started laying stones to construct the road to be travelable in both summer and raining seasons.

These photos were taken by a KHRG community member in April 2016, in Lu Pleh [Hlaingbwe] Township,

11 OnJanuary 12t 2012, a preliminary ceasefire agreement was signed between the KNU and Burma/Myanmar
government in Hpa-an. Negotiations for a longer-term peace plan are still under way. For updates on the peace
process, see the KNU Stakeholder webpage on the Myanmar Peace Monitor website. For KHRG's analysis of
changes in human rights conditions since the ceasefire, see Truce or Transition? Trends in human rights abuse and
local response since the 2012 ceasefire, KHRG, May 2014. In March 2015, the seventh round of the negotiations for
a national ceasefire between the Burma/Myanmar government and various ethnic armed actors began in Yangon, see
“Seventh Round of Nationwide Ceasefire Negotiations,” Karen National Union Headquarters, March 18" 2015.
Following the negotiations, the KNU held a central standing committee emergency, see “KNU: Emergency Meeting
Called To Discuss Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement And Ethnic Leaders’ Summit,” Karen News, April 22" 2015.



http://www.mmpeacemonitor.org/component/content/article/57-stakeholders/161-knu
http://www.khrg.org/2014/05/truce-or-transition-trends-human-rights-abuse-and-local-response
http://www.khrg.org/2014/05/truce-or-transition-trends-human-rights-abuse-and-local-response
http://www.knuhq.org/seventh-round-of-nationwide-ceasefire-negotiations/
http://karennews.org/2015/04/knu-emergency-meeting-called-to-discuss-nationwide-ceasefire-agreement-and-ethnic-leaders-summit.html/
http://karennews.org/2015/04/knu-emergency-meeting-called-to-discuss-nationwide-ceasefire-agreement-and-ethnic-leaders-summit.html/

Hpa-an District. The photos show a vehicle road being constructed from Lu Pleh [Hlaingbwe] Town to Klaw
K’Tee [Shan Ywa Thit] Town, and piles of stones that are being used for the road construction. [Photos: KHRG]

In the past, Thein Sein’s government had full authority and did everything [they planned].
Civilians did not trust them. Currently, civilians are waiting for U Htin Kyaw’s government to take
the country’s government authority. Civilians were happy when U Htin Kyaw received the
country’s authority and they hope that there will be change in Burma/Myanmar. However,
civilians have not seen this new government conduct any campaign [about their plans] yet; the
civilians want to see and want to hear [the new government’s plans].

Civilians’ situation

Civilians hope that there will be change in the country when U Htin Kyaw rules the country.
From 2014 to 2015, the rice price was 3,000 kyat [US $2.52]*2 per basket, [but] in 2016, the rice
price is getting more expensive: it is 4,000 kyat to 5,000 kyat [US $3.36 to US $4.20] per basket.
The temperature in 2016 is higher than the previous year.

Health situation

Regarding health in Lu Pleh Township, Hpa-an District, | have seen that Backpack health
workers [Back Pack Health Worker Team] take responsibility [provide healthcare] in the village
tracts®®, such as Hkler Day, Kwee Law Hploh, Daw K'’Kya, Meh T'Moo and Klaw Kyaw. The
other village tracts have village-level clinics but if the diseases are serious, they have to send
[the patients] to [hospital] in Lu Pleh [Town] or to [hospital] in Hpa-an Town.

Education [situation]

In the past, there were a few schools in Lu Pleh township, Hpa-an district, but since the KNU
and Thein Sein’s government began the [2012 preliminary] ceasefire, almost all villages have
schools. Most of the schools are U Htin Kyaw's [Burma/Myanmar] government schools and they
are mostly primary schools. The schools teach up to fourth standard. There are [some] KNU
schools too, which teach up to fourth standard. Students who finish Burma/Myanmar
government primary schools have to go to study at Burma/Myanmar government high schools in
Hlaingbwe Town to continue their studies, and students who finish KNU primary schools have to
go to study at KNU high schools in Meh T'Ree village and Thoo Mgeh Nee area, along the Thai-
Burma border, to continue their studies.

Religion [situation]

Most of the civilians in Lu Pleh Township, Hpa-an District are Buddhist. There are a few Baptist
Christians, Anglican Christians and Seventh-day Adventist Christians.

Livelihood [situation]
Most of the civilians in Lu Pleh Township, Hpa-an District are farmers, working on hill farms and

migrating for work in Thailand.

Further background reading on the situation in Hpa-an District can be found in the following
KHRG reports:

12 All conversion estimates for the kyat in this report are based on the August 16" 2016 official market rate of 1190
kyats to US $1.

13 A village tract is an administrative unit of between five and 20 villages in a local area, often centred on a large
village.



“Hidden Strengths, Hidden Struggles: Women's testimonies from southeast Myanmar”
(August 2016)

“Hpa-an Interview: Saw H---, February 2016” (August 2016)

“Hpa-an Interview: Naw A---," (June 2015)

“Growing drug use and its consequences in Dooplaya and Hpa-an Districts, between
February and December 2015,” (May 2016)

“The 2015 elections and beyond: Perspectives from villagers in rural southeast
Burma/Myanmar,” (February 2016)
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