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Yaba, which means ‘crazy medicine’ in Thai, is a drug containing a mixture of methamphetamine and caffeine in a tablet form, that

produces a rapid and powerful rush of euphoria, and increased alertness and energy. See: UNODC, “Yaba, the ‘crazy medicine’
of East Asia”, May 2008; KHRG, “Chapter IV”, in Truce or Transition? Trends in human rights abuse and local response in

Southeast Myanmar since the 2012 ceasefire, June 2014; KHRG, “Dooplaya Field Report: A quasi-ceasefire? Developments after
the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement, from January to December 2016”, September 2017.



https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/yaba-the-crazy-medicine-of-east-asia.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/yaba-the-crazy-medicine-of-east-asia.html
https://www.khrg.org/2014/05/truce-or-transition-trends-human-rights-abuse-and-local-response
https://www.khrg.org/2014/05/truce-or-transition-trends-human-rights-abuse-and-local-response
https://khrg.org/2017/09/17-1-f1/dooplaya-field-report-quasi-ceasefire-developments-after-nationwide-ceasefire
https://khrg.org/2017/09/17-1-f1/dooplaya-field-report-quasi-ceasefire-developments-after-nationwide-ceasefire
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Transnational Institute (TNI), “Poppy Farmers Under Pressure: Causes and Consequences of the Opium Decline in Myanmar”,

Following independence in 1948, armed struggle erupted in Burma, as several ethnic minority movements across the country took up

arms to defend communities against violent attacks from the Burma Army, and called for ethnic rights and more political autonomy.

Burma Army offensives included attacks on whole civilian areas.

See: TNI, “Poppy Farmers Under Pressure”, December 2021.

order’
DKBA in Pa’an District”, September 2002.

Meehan, Patrick, “Drugs, insurgency and state-building in Burma: Why the drugs trade is central to Burma’s changing political
>, Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, 42(3), October 2011, p. 396; KHRG, “Consolidation of Control: The SPDC and the

¢ KHRG, “Consolidation of Control: The SPDC and the DKBA in Pa’an District”, September 2002.

Ibid; KHRG, “Hpa-an Photo Set: BGF production and sale of yaba in T’Nay Hsah and Ta Kreh townships”, July 2013.



https://www.tni.org/files/2023-03/TNI_PoppyFarmers_web_2.pdf
https://www.tni.org/files/2023-03/TNI_PoppyFarmers_web_2.pdf
https://khrg.org/2014/08/khrg02u4/consolidation-control-spdc-and-dkba-paan-district
https://khrg.org/2014/08/khrg02u4/consolidation-control-spdc-and-dkba-paan-district
https://khrg.org/2014/08/khrg02u4/consolidation-control-spdc-and-dkba-paan-district
https://khrg.org/2013/07/khrg13b40/hpa-an-photo-set-bgf-production-and-sale-yaba-t%E2%80%99nay-hsah-and-ta-kreh-townships
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KHRG, Truce or Transition? Trends in human rights abuse and local response in Southeast Myanmar since the 2012 ceasefire, May

2014.
KHRG, Truce or Transition?, above.
10" Tbid.

" The Republic of the Union of Myanmar, “The Law Amending the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Law”, February

2018.

12 Myanmar Police Force (MPF) and Central Committee for Drug Abuse Control (CCDAC), “National Drug Control Policy”, February

2018.

4 KNU Drug Prevention Special Act (1/2014) [on file]

TNI, “Will Myanmar complete its transition towards an evidence-based approach to drug control?”, March 2018.

15 DVB, “Karen armed groups united to combat illicit drugs”, July 2014.
16 KHRG, Resilience and Resistance : Challenges and threats faced by Human Rights Defenders (HRDs) in Southeast Burma since the

2021 coup, September 2024.



https://www.khrg.org/2014/05/truce-or-transition-trends-human-rights-abuse-and-local-response
https://www.khrg.org/2014/05/truce-or-transition-trends-human-rights-abuse-and-local-response
https://aipalync.org/storage/documents/main/02-amending-the-narcotic-drugs-and-psychotropic-substances-law-2018-1727343665_1728548063.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/roseap/uploads/archive/documents/2018/02/Myanmar_Drug_Control_Policy.pdf
https://www.tni.org/en/article/will-myanmar-complete-its-transition-towards-an-evidence-based-approach-to-drug-control
https://english.dvb.no/karen-rebels-form-anti-narcotics-task-force-burma-myanmar/
https://www.khrg.org/2024/09/24-3-bp1/resilience-and-resistance-challenges-and-threats-faced-human-rights-defenders-hrds
https://www.khrg.org/2024/09/24-3-bp1/resilience-and-resistance-challenges-and-threats-faced-human-rights-defenders-hrds
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KHRG, “Undeniable: War crimes, crimes against humanity and 30 years of villagers’ testimonies in rural Southeast Burma”,

December 2022; KHRG, In the Dark - The crime of enforced disappearance and its impacts on the rural communities of Southeast

Burma since the 2021 coup, November 2023.

o o . . . _ . . . s . - . ”
KHRG, “m:DauHU}C\J Aircraft coming!: Impacts of air strikes on local communities and villagers’ protection strategies in Southeast Burma since the 2021 coup.

November 2024,

Ibid; KHRG, Stolen Childhoods: Violations of children’s rights, urgent needs, and local agency in rural Southeast Burma during the

conflict, October 2025; OHCHR, “Situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar”, August 2025.

20

UNODC, “Myanmar remains the world’s leading source of opium and heroin”, December 2024.

21

See, for instance: KHRG, “Hpa-an District Situation Update: Extortion of villagers by the BGF, increased gambling, and teenage

drug abuse in Ta Kreh Township (August to October 2023)”, April 2024; KHRG, “Dooplaya District Situation Update: SAC shelling
and fighting causing casualties, destruction, and displacement; healthcare and livelihood challenges; land confiscation; and drug

issues in Noh T’Kaw and Kruh Tuh Townships (November 2023 to February 2024).”, February 2025.



https://www.khrg.org/2022/12/undeniable-war-crimes-crimes-against-humanity-and-30-years-villagers%E2%80%99-testimonies-rural
https://www.khrg.org/2023/11/23-1-tmt/dark-crime-enforced-disappearance-and-its-impacts-rural-communities-southeast-burma
https://www.khrg.org/2023/11/23-1-tmt/dark-crime-enforced-disappearance-and-its-impacts-rural-communities-southeast-burma
https://www.khrg.org/2024/11/24-1-thematic-report/%E1%80%80%E1%80%98%E1%80%AE%E1%80%9A%E1%80%B0%E1%81%A4%E1%80%9F%E1%80%B2%E1%80%9C%E1%80%B6-aircraft-coming-impacts-air-strikes-local-communities-and
https://www.khrg.org/2025/10/25-1-tmt/stolen-childhoods-violations-children%E2%80%99s-rights-urgent-needs-and-local-agency-rural
https://www.khrg.org/2025/10/25-1-tmt/stolen-childhoods-violations-children%E2%80%99s-rights-urgent-needs-and-local-agency-rural
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session60/advance-version/a-hrc-60-20-aev.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/roseap/en/2024/12/myanmar-opium-survey-report-launch/story.html
https://khrg.org/2024/04/23-430-s1/hpa-an-district-situation-update-extortion-villagers-bgf-increased-gambling-and
https://khrg.org/2024/04/23-430-s1/hpa-an-district-situation-update-extortion-villagers-bgf-increased-gambling-and
https://khrg.org/2025/02/24-1164-s1/dooplaya-district-situation-update-sac-shelling-and-fighting-causing-casualties
https://khrg.org/2025/02/24-1164-s1/dooplaya-district-situation-update-sac-shelling-and-fighting-causing-casualties
https://khrg.org/2025/02/24-1164-s1/dooplaya-district-situation-update-sac-shelling-and-fighting-causing-casualties
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These unpublished field reports are based on information from Jan-Nov 2025, provided by community members in Kler Lwee Htoo,

Mu Traw, Mergui-Tavoy, Dooplaya and Hpa-an Districts trained by KHRG to monitor human rights conditions in their communities.
The names of the interviewees, including victims and their exact locations, are censored for security reasons. The parts in square

brackets are explanations added by KHRG.
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As many armed groups are actively involved in the sale and trafficking of drugs in Southeast Burma, investigating and documenting

trafficking linkages presents severe security risks for KHRG field staff. This report focuses on the concerns and views raised on
drug use as presented by local villagers and community leaders and does not explicitly explore the sources of drug-trafficking in

communities.




KHRG 2=

C C C < C
6108’.)6333'3908Co I@[o(DO)GmoO’L@%@"_oGGTJCoQIORQIDo

3e)aps(goz coo(giadazaodesoick(g§g)zeazope
C C < < C ¢ o¢ TN (o] <
dlo€oo52005(0300p5000550503E 0S¢ i3 [g§o

< < Q N N C <
0)0)(7)0? (YI.ZQSQDSGOS@CSCDOD@S@GPQPK)P'OCOD&II

() edogome(ngoé [0§|c0g.q6000 @2t005es

eqpsGopgegeq:e(03mopdqp:

< < cocC C C C <
[§§60[gpSaneq,070E3E:0p¢ s0nd003(gogazes
aQ|od§ea00 cwmdgadadofomacdtieamega

(N Y C < c O <

s ©00p5(§ee(030¢ gaooigpiaopS GE:o3egodn0

C C NN ¢ O _¢ C ° C o O
3¢ w0&:gemess Bodaadapdenigindgp:a3 3q)
[03e03,0006) @s00des00l:0d:g06p: Sa)gps(goseno
N < C ° C c 0
920051 gPo0RgPEENI00dE0S]|MqP:ERE 000
3q) 0oEze0000(gla a8:a30:00008050EM§2005
28 ° PG ASPIYs bt &

C C c c C N C [o]
[3€:qpee[o30 onSegiasigEoradong) oegqd

c C ocC c Qo o Qo f]o @o Gs:)gé
63 3533 aglancodgpaspSiol:cn(:
§P20DIQ: @mémcﬁé@ééq&aén aooao:eoo%eoo%

L ° °

le]

< < o ¢ ¢
G{PSG{PSCD& G'QGRSZD C C\I)LC(DS’BG{IFQ)’DSQ{PS:D@ qCS

Sl N ¢ . ¢ N,Q o Q. .
e G%@EUDO%C Ggamsgaqll,og@leo&q[ga Qs

e M c < Qa8 Q 0 ¢
GODDS’BD%@Q @§8’D®®U)O? 33@630(7)03(7)9[(7)

O =C

¢ <. 90 C ° C o ¢
G@Dg QCSO%@ODDSOL)OCQPS GODS(PSI SCIDGT.)Glﬂ@C:?
Q.. 9¢ C S~ S o o, o Co~Q T Co
31)939@(\?()C§080Qﬂ3o LEI(DQ)oOgDoGl@CanS’BGO qu

'380

o Q Q Qo 8 QQ _C0Q
9@386§q&)&§0(mC?qul OG%§§8?QI’DS§§O)U)®®8?
o ¢ _o¢ IR Q Q
G{PS(’DL GlC“iCGO’{P@O)G]ﬁSQO&(’D ?800@6@30]86{]32
o Q9. <, Q 5 oS
(YI) ‘DCDC:DegGGPCoSZIC\)’D@:D&II GD@DoQIDLG{PeC\Dﬁe
Q...9¢ o']oj Q c\@o °@c° Q
39(\?0390?C§1’300 HY) 3’9(\?0(\70)@ 0)38’3a (03 O%@

C C < < ’] c. O C
005 0podEeEIREIBL:gP2epd:0k(giode(ogoé
C ¢c o ¢ 9 C o C o N
cogpEiagmdadadeGe vzoodesoolqpind oorCadeg
N cO oc¢ N < C N
(0320051 wacL5§EegI§ 03¢ (§§eo(gpSeacg,c0moE
OCO N Qo o c OQ°9° ’]o c _00¢ 9°
3E:3¢ (gEeanso0pS cseqpodCsdickopafac(Ge

[ ° < ° < <
GQJ@@G@&)(YJODD@@@@(DD Ql?o?oqloow§%nw®eme

—

cﬂ:@o%mooap_gu ﬁswéeao:cﬂ:d’?:@oﬁqp:ooé Gqél fe'e)
C N C C O C
speoe:ﬂ (@(ﬁmsgoe(ﬂomeao:mo)qll:)l eao:c;@'_)ool
ocC C ocC C (oY cC _00¢C "]
D3§300§) 01 I§:REC0OCIPCEHJICED 630018
o Q o] o (o) o C LN o (Y
qp:0d BQjeqjeqpody) 2d:g(03e0p§0pd!
DARE Network* sagosgoézeﬁsgg?eaooéékﬁcﬁooo
C N (Y N Q N
39@0) 0200§URE)VPYE§I0---D KHRG 3228 Qﬁo? (o
[g 20p51 “@sadesosokofonosfogogadigadadono
& e et T G L°62 T
C C o O 0 [y C < Y <
aac@bcgqczaaeﬂlscf/[:ﬂoowﬂ ch@&oéw?o aCWs

24

oC c cOo o o
3990033(;&%@393(7)% g_t)oot)oqpo
C C [ O o [
6005 6OX5GEgI PSER0:0kNPSCoj0g0005I
ooo@agagaSagcooo 08&@ Caaaaegsac 0o “@’5
o L & T g ? g
a3 220360 8320:6093266:60:00051 8200:0P P
000601 3366000E 060! 3903:02/9%‘1?@03%305
3a56Pey 3EPI[03:01 PEOSE05GPigPOS
° [ C (o o
680:0[223202003 RI$6[gEe0R ¥:0005I 20360 V6
O No C Q@ N [ o) C O
2803800:q/05609 3505201 0§63V §0006F],
C O o [ C O o N 0O
1oo) a:woeao:o]:’mw:@‘oowﬂ ooo@oacu:u:coao
L L L L L L
00 o [ C 2, N C
€00 20382002060 ©SYE[00¢ B LSI
FB[goscneopcopss 0303160z oRlgorsocopaiee
°/L08g°ILL[08°GZ° c?ogLo
[ o) C O o C C
068 @:ade0:0k03a30g000SI cpcaSmepPPm
L I L L I L
C C [ C C O o _ ¢ C C
6gPCOEI5064 (0300051 0065, 986E cogplgas
o_¢ [ C C N [ [ \ C
aB05qonasi apSconsglgoagozonidi B@alefogog
C O C 7 [0 [y
0,0 g:woeao:o:oggmo@‘oowu 39@9:39
clogoésondameony exodesookgoiarcoy coos
° T & Rn° ° °9 &0 Og
conSgpsgpn0 qgoﬁo?dqgoﬁe@o:836§maga§ 033
o 0

¢ o] Q ¢
Ol Q006303015000 C)JODS}OCUQOQOOD loplovlqury o)
Lo L P kIl [ [
o

oMm¢ 3.9 . ¢ . c o
O?/[.:@@GQ)C‘O&L)O’JD cpoaea)g@o,?,ﬂ oo [DSIL) C

~
) oo

N N ¢ N C N O N
C’Og: ?3(}0@8&)30’73 @%@’/FGQDC‘?Q/OQ(D” 39(1??() a”?
00 0 Co0C C O le)
OD202300D GCOQOQO&CGCUCUGO?: 02001 020250
g T I ST ° T
C C o C C O N O
OCGSC\)&: 02302000 QVII D22/YOCOCO0C0DD 2D
T o I &
Og olQV) S 32, 3"3903(33908503 c"@ O@OQ”GCO// ”
L°? &?" ° [ [ &?" §Z i

q&aoesooﬁmecoquscué: ﬁ{:wéeao:d]zo{)zggqu
c c c
(grzcoo00pS0n P00 o[0gpecmoné(g(oz00051
3200:20(g¢ coqPEiem0daaopdmeniqPadnd ©:
00 & es0:0l:033229:4p2c00(0320p5 1 Banecogp:
c O ﬁ c C o [ C Q c
20p5 8meiogéondadiencanndoyt o[03g:cong
c

Co 2 C .20 o o < o <
@Co O%GUQO) qco%ewoommooome§eqo@ogm

L
mcﬁwomé@ 3 S °c905[§<°:° EonsnscmpCs
L -] -] 380 -] °%§ o U{I osl

On

C N NP OL C O
@CS ®N£C\)OC§SQ{PS(T?C\PO(Y3

Q 9, o
§03reorg

S?Sogl PO~ ORGP 322009 (oe)§0°>:39305 coD

ooéMZS 3033359%3& oooooqoS L §OO!

S 02008 20l °o\\[§o S @ o
QO--- 200 Q300OEI0:0LNIP|G26§20D ©|0326208

°

[~} o C Qo Q N
oo DARE Network CO0RC DRPAOMIWY|Gs ©20006S08

&:cﬁ@cf)éooén qéssgeq,@c PGS
L °

le]

: gOO0§:00
Q . < Q_.g 9o¢g . < c.
203308 COVOVIOMPOCRONYPCBEVLE$3POROD GMYICS
C (9 C C Q C o NN c
ogooq[g:ec?om @c:eaoso?cvoocag:gaoap_ao? KHRG

°

le]

Sof(3 < < C__Q C__0o¢ ¢
32038 ﬂCS@?&)@II C\)(DODDG’BC\?OC\?OOD&SQQ'@%C
Ooogﬁlosgeﬁlsoaoqusm GO0~ Gﬁsaeﬂoogé @Egc;aog

DARE Network is a grassroots NGO that provides culturally appropriate non-medical treatment and prevention education to reduce

substance abuse within the communities of displaced ethnic people along the Thai-Burma border. The organisation runs the only
treatment clinic available for drug users in Southeast Burma, located in Hpa-an District.

% See also: KHRG, Stolen Childhoods, above.



https://www.khrg.org/2025/10/25-1-tmt/stolen-childhoods-violations-children%E2%80%99s-rights-urgent-needs-and-local-agency-rural
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26 Past reports documented by KHRG also mention the use of drugs to cope with Burma Amy’s forced labour, with drugs being given

by Burma Army soldiers.

27

See: KHRG, Defying Hunger : State Administration Council (SAC) s systematic destruction of civilian livelihoods and food systems

in Southeast Burma (January - December 2024), May 2025.
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2 See: KHRG, Stolen Childhoods, above; KHRG, Neglected Suffering : Sexual violence and barriers to justice faced by villagers in

Southeast Burma since the 2021 coup, December 2024, p. 10
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KHRG, “Dooplaya District Situation Update: SAC air strikes, education challenges, drug issues, and military activities in Noh

T’Kaw and Kruh Tuh townships (January to June 2025).”, November 2025.

3 “Ar Wer’ is a term coined by DKBA, BGF, and KPC and used to describe special days, hence the expression ‘Ar
Wer Day.” Ar Wer day events typically involve celebrations to mark a special occasion, such as the building of a new
pagoda or to honour these armed groups, primarily celebrated to serve as a main fundraising activity for armed groups.
Sometimes people also engage in illicit activities such as gambling and drug use on Ar Wer days.
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